
 

 

 

Ft. Irwin Toy Drive Highlights Special Edition 

 

President’s Message  Ken Hamer 

Thank You 

I am writing this after arriving home from our 2019 Fort Irwin Toy Drive delivery.  Inland Mopars 

Car Club was thanked numerous times for what we have done to ensure a very Merry Christmas for a lot 

of kids.  We were told there are about 3,000 kids on base this year.  The thanks expressed by the folks 

at Fort Irwin need to be forwarded to all club members who shared their time and efforts to ensure 

this happened.  Extra special “Thanks” to: 

 Mike Keller, our Fort Irwin Toy Drive Chairman, for all of his time and effort in organizing all of 

the individual Toy Drive events at the car shows 

 Norma Johnston for her outstanding shopping and stretching the cash contributions we received 

to buy toys 

 All club members who participated in collecting toys and donations at the various toy drive 

events, helped transport toys to storage following the various toy drive events, helped collect 

toys and load the trailers at the Toy Drive party and/or drove to Fort Irwin to help unload the 

toys 

Thank you to all club members who helped with our 2019 Toy Drive in any way!   

After picking up the contribution by the La Mesa VFW, our 2019 Toy Drive delivered two enclosed 

car trailers filled with toys and about 80 bicycles.   

And of course, “THANK YOU” to Don and Ann Long for hosting our 2019 Toy Drive party at their 

absolutely amazing Party Garage.  It is always easy to spot someone who is seeing it for the first time.  

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Bits ‘n Pieces: 2019 Ft. Irwin Toy Drive Update 
As Ken mentioned in his President’s Message, there are a lot of 

people & organizations that need to be thanked for the items 

collected this year.  Since I was in La Mesa picking up bikes, I have 

no idea who brought what or who was there, other than by the 

guest list.  Speaking of the guest list, it was much more legible than 

last year (thank you Judy) so it will be useable in getting the thank 

you’s & notices out for the 2020 party. 

We delivered two 24 foot trailers containing toys & bikes to Ft. 

Irwin the morning after the toy drive party at the Long’s.  Trailer 

number one contained all the toys we had collected since May as 

well as 24 bikes donated at the toy drive party.  Trailer number two 

contained another 50 to 60 bikes donated by Hilton Vail & friends 

from the La Mesa area.   

Even with all the donations I could see we were down on toys 

from last year which means I will have to plan a little better for 

2020.  Suggestions are welcomed.   

Toy drive party & delivery covered elsewhere. 

 

 

Top: on the 31 mile dead end road to Ft. 

Irwin. 

Bottom: Ft. Irwin “elves” & Inland Mopars 
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Ft. Irwin Toy Drive Trailer Loading 

Monday December 9 was toy trailer loading at the Brander’s.  Besides Sil & Carol, Bill & 

Debbie Whitson, Lonnie & Robin Clabaugh, & Tim Baer showed up to get toys that weren’t 

boxed up into boxes & into the trailer.  It didn’t take too long and we were loaded & ready to 

go to the Long’s in prep for the party the following weekend.  We swapped Sil’s trailer from 

Sil’s truck to my truck and then headed over to the Long’s to drop the trailer in preparation 

for the following weekend. 

  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Ft. Irwin Toy Drive Party     

As mentioned earlier, I had gone to La Mesa to pick up bikes so missed most of the party.  Thanks 

to all who showed up.  We didn’t do an official head count but guessing at filled tables, there were over 

200 guests.  The color guard this year was provided by the Kaiser High School JROTC from Fontana.  

I do know that Charlie Buel had delivered a dozen bikes before the party & Sherm Taylor brought a 

bunch of toys from the Chaffey College Car Club, but have no idea who else brought what.  All items 

were appreciated.  Phil & Mary were missed. 

Don & Ann Long had the “party barn” decorated for the holidays.  There was a DJ this year rather 

than a band.  When I got there people were out on the floor line dancing & then pretty soon SFC 

Williar from Ft. Irwin was leading a conga line throughout the facility.  Also spotted in the line were 

1LT Begley also from Ft. Irwin & SGM Sweeney, formerly of Ft. Irwin, who flew down from his base in 

Washington for the party.   

Thanks to all who supported the event.  The kids at Ft. Irwin will be glad you did. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2019 Ft. Irwin Toy Delivery   photos by Judy Hamer, Debbie Whitson 

Since I had gone from the Ramona Tire wet event to Dave Miller’s to pick up his trailer 

for the trip to La Mesa to pick up bikes donated by Hilton Vail & friends, I didn’t really see 

the toy trailer until it was opened at Ft. Irwin.  I knew we had a dozen bikes delivered the 

day before the party by Charlie Buel & was told we had another dozen show up at the party.  

I dropped the bike trailer back at Dave’s house since he was going to tow his trailer to Ft. 

Irwin on Sunday & I headed to the party.  Got there after 7:00.  You knew there was a party 

going on with the music & line dancing.  Then SFC Williar headed up the conga line & 

proceeded to lead it throughout the “party barn”. 

Then it was time to hook up the trailer & head home for the drive to Ft. Irwin the next 

morning.  Thank you to all the club members who loaded the trailer as well as did the cleanup 

of the party barn.  It looked pretty good again. 

 

Continued on Page 3  
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2019 Ft. Irwin Toy Delivery (cont) 

  

  

  
 

Sunday morning it was another gas fill up & then head to Dave’s house since I had his one set of 

keys that could unlock his hitch.  By 8:30 we were at the 210 & 15 Fwys.  As we passed the McDonalds 

at Hwy 138, I could see Paul Roddy’s truck but no one else.  Ken & Judy, then Tim & Diane, arrived to 

join Paul & they headed up the 15.  Dave & I were moving along at a “safe” clip when we pulled off at 

Ft. Irwin Road.  A few minutes later the rest of the group caught us.  We were a little early & it was 

pretty windy & cold so we tried to use the trailer as a wind block.  It did not work real well.  Santa & 

Mrs. Claus met us at the visitor center & escorted us in.  Dave pulled the bike trailer around behind 

the building to where the containers were, which is where the bikes would be stored.  They had those 

50-60 bikes out of there & in the container in no time.  In the meantime, the toy trailer was opened & 

the unloading line was formed.  Just like last year, boxes I thought were heavy were nothing to these 

guys & gals.  They made short work of it. 
 

Continued on Page 4  
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2019 Ft. Irwin Toy Delivery (cont) 

  

   

 

Bikes & toys after the almost two hour 

drive 

 

Everybody pitched in 
 

 
  

   
Continued on Page 5  
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2019 Ft. Irwin Toy Delivery (cont) 
 

   

  

 

Fewer toys this year...there was 

still room in the office 

 

Mrs. Claus eyeing all the goodies 

before the real work begins 

 

 

 
 

Thank you to all who made this possible 

Planning has started for 2020 
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Ft. Irwin Toy Distribution photos by Judy Hamer 

  
 

 

Top left: Santa & Mrs. Claus.  Center: Mrs Claus & one of her elves.  

Right: Bikes and more bikes. 

 

Ft. Irwin toy distribution took place Saturday January 11 

when the troops had returned from their Christmas leave.  

We were told there were 3000 kids this year.  Four hours to 

take care of them all.   
  

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Ft. Irwin Toy Distribution…some more 

 

Saturday January 11 was the day of the Ft. Irwin toy distribution.  The troops were back 

from their Christmas leave & the kids were ready.  Inland Mopars members Ken & Judy 

Hamer, Tim & Diane Baer, Dave & Tanya Miller, & Paul Roddy were joined by Mark Barnett of 

Blue Diamond Entertainment (DJ at multiple car cruises & toy drives) along with Hilton Vail, 

his wife & daughter and several of his “bike friends” for a lunch at one of the Ft. Irwin 

restaurants (not Pizza Hut) with 

several of the military personnel prior 

to the actual toy event.  The military 

personnel were surprised to find out we 

were not located in Barstow but were 

from over the hill, as well as Hilton & 

friends were from the San Diego area.  
 

Left: DJ Mark 

Barnett & 1LT 

Begley 

 

Right: Hilton 

Vail, his wife 

Lenda & friends 
 

 
 

Continued on Page 7  
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Ft. Irwin Toy Distribution…some more (cont)  

 

Left, from left: Inland 

Mopars members Paul Roddy, 

Dave Miller & his wife Tanya, 

Ken Hamer, Diane Baer 

Right, from left: 1LT Begley, 

SFC Williar, LTC Jackson, & 

Command Sgt. Maj. Lowe, the 

highest NCO on Fort Irwin 
 

 

 
The troops, & kids, are ready  

 

 

Left: lots of kids 

 

 

 

 

Right: SFC Williar, without 

the conga line (see January 

Scat Pack for details) revving 

up the crowd 

 
 

 
   Above: Santa working the crowd 

Right: toy distribution has finally started  
 

  

Continued on Page 8  
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Ft. Irwin Toy Distribution…some more (cont) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kids of all ages  
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Fort Irwin History & 2015 Toy Delivery 
The following are excerpts from the December 2015 Scat Pack newsletter with the history of 

Fort Irwin & the 2015 toy delivery with Phil & Mary Leatherman.   
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Fort Irwin History & 2015 Toy Delivery (cont) 
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Fort Irwin History & 2015 Toy Delivery (cont) 
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Fort Irwin History & 2015 Toy Delivery (cont) 
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Fort Irwin History & 2015 Toy Delivery (cont) 
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Fort Irwin History & 2015 Toy Delivery (cont) 

 
 

 


