
 

 

 

Ft. Irwin 2015 Toy Drive Highlights Special Edition 

 

This toy drive special edition was created to document Inland Mopars involvement with 

the Fort Irwin toy drive originally created by Phil & Mary Leatherman of Extreme 

Automotive.   

We had originally met Phil & Mary in 2013 at the Chaffey College Car Show, where they 

had their 1947 Dodge in the show & their 1931 Chevy “Wild Thang” doing it’s outrageous 

flame show.  We invited them to our Mopars in May show at the California School for the 

Deaf, Riverside, where they again brought both of their cars.  The Dodge took Best of Show.  

The Chevy took best flames.  In 2014 they again brought out both cars with the Dodge on 

display as the 2013 Best of Show.  “Wild Thang” again did its flame thing.   

We arranged for a club tour of their shop in November.  They had mentioned they were 

doing a toy drive for the kids at Fort Irwin so we surprised them as a club and brought a 

bunch of toys. 

Later I talked with Mary about getting the Mopars together 

for a casual open house at their shop.  It would also be a toy 

drive.  This was the first Mopars at Extreme Automotive in 

November 2015.  It was a small intimate gathering with lots of 

cars parked on the street, Mary’s spaghetti, a Mopar cake, a 

few brews & grapes.  We passed around a questionnaire asking 

three questions; 1. Did you enjoy the event; 2. Would you attend if it 

is the same format (open house/informal); 3. Would you be more likely 

to attend next year if it was a car show format?  The overwhelming 

response was yes, yes & no, don’t change it.    

 

Above; Mopar cake supplied by Mary, eaten by all 

Right; Event shirt featuring Wild Thang & 

Bill Heckman’s 1966 Dodge Coronet 
 

 

Toy collection at first Mopars at Extreme Automotive 

We did two more events at Extreme, which morphed into Mopars & Friends at Extreme 

Automotive, to include anyone, before Phil & Mary informed us they were moving to Texas.  

That was when they asked us to take over & continue the toy drive. We could not say no. 
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Fort Irwin History & 2015 Toy Delivery 
The following are excerpts from the December 2015 Scat Pack newsletter with the history of 

Fort Irwin & the 2015 toy delivery with Phil & Mary Leatherman written by Inland Mopars President 

Ken Hamer.   
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Fort Irwin History & 2015 Toy Delivery (cont) 
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Fort Irwin History & 2015 Toy Delivery (cont) 
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Fort Irwin History & 2015 Toy Delivery (cont) 
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Fort Irwin History & 2015 Toy Delivery (cont) 
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Fort Irwin History & 2015 Toy Delivery (cont) 

 
 

 


