
 

 
 

Fort Irwin 2022 Toy Drive Highlights Special Edition 
 

This Scat Pack News Special Edition is a compilation of toy drive articles from the monthly 

Scat Pack News from 2023 as well as original material.  Starting with the President’s Message 

from the January 2023 monthly Scat Pack News, there are highlights taken from the 

December 2022, January 2023 and February 2023 newsletters of the toy deliveries and 

distribution.  Complete copies of each newsletter can be found at www.inlandmopars.org . 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

President’s Message  From January 2023 Scat Pack News Ken Hamer 

Ken’s President’s Message had the following about the toy drive: 

Before anything else, I want to extend huge THANK YOUs for the recent Holiday activities! 

 First to Mike Keller for another outstanding series of months of planning, scheduling, 

coordination and making happen in the collecting of donated toys for our annual Fort Irwin Toy 

Drive.  Mike puts an incredible amount of time and effort into the annual Toy Drive.  There is a 

great deal of time throughout the year involved in planning, coordination, and communication for 

all of the various cruise events and car shows where toys are collected.  In addition, the same 

has to be done for the multitude of business locations where collection boxes are located for 

the final few months of the Toy Drive.  Then there is the planning and coordination of the Toy 

Drive party and the all of the communication involved with hundreds of invitations sent out to 

the SoCal car enthusiast community.  Just in the final couple of weeks prior to the final 

delivery of toys and bicycles to Fort Irwin, Mike drove a lot miles taking care of Toy Drive 

activities.  THANK YOU is simply not enough.  It wouldn’t happen without all of Mike’s time and 

hard work. 

 Second; a lot of the toy collection wouldn’t happen without Norma Johnston spending her time 

and energy doing toy shopping.  Probably a quarter to half the toys are bought from monetary 

donations collected at Mopars in May, Champion Cooling Car Show, Ramona Tire Get Together, 

Mopars & Friends at MoTech, The Zimmerman’s Christmas With The Clauses, Santa’s Holiday 

Car Show, as well as personal donations from lots of individuals, club members and fellow car 

clubs.   

 Don and Ann Long for again letting Inland Mopars use their truly outstanding “Party Garage” for 

our 2022 Fort Irwin Toy Drive Christmas Party. 

 Lonnie and Robin Clabaugh, Jim Froelich, Bill Heckman, Mike Keller and Bill & Debbie Whitson 

for helping set up and decorate on Friday, December 9 for the party. 

 To all of the club members who helped with the party and with the cleanup afterward.  Your 

assistance was very much appreciated. 

 Michael Harding and Mike Keller for making the drive to Fort Irwin on December 18 to make 

the final delivery of 24 ft. enclosed car trailer and van containing toys and bicycles for the 

soldier’s kids. 
 

  

http://www.inlandmopars.org/
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Fort Irwin Toy Drive 2022 Toy Collecting Events 

The toy drive for Fort Irwin officially kicked off at the Mopars in May Car Show.  The August 

Infinite Hero, Heroes & Hot Rods car show was rescheduled to November.  October 15th was the 

Champion Cooling Car Show, again benefitting the Fort Irwin toy drive, at a new location in Lake 

Elsinore.  That same afternoon, Mark Barnett of Blue Diamond Entertainment, held his monthly car 

cruise at Legends Burgers in Rancho Cucamonga where toys were collected.  In November, Inland 

Mopars hosted the Get Together & Toy Drive at Ramona Tire in Rancho Cucamonga and Mopars & 

Friends at MoTech Performance in Murrieta the following Saturday.  The next day the rescheduled 

Infinite Hero, Heroes & Hot Rods car show was held in Anaheim as well as the Riverside Cars & Coffee 

at J&M Speed Center.  Another toy drive event was held December 10th at the Automobile Driving 

Museum in El Segundo.  The Toy Drive & Pot Luck party at the Longs in Corona was that same Saturday 

evening.  A final December toy drive event, the Holiday Car Show and toy drive, was held December 17th 

in Apple Valley at Jess Ranch Marketplace, hosted by Inglis Classics.  As you can see from the schedule 

below, the toy drive consumes months of planning and coordination between clubs, businesses, toy 

donation box locations, as well as Fort Irwin.  Planning has started for 2023. 

May 15 – Mopars in May, Inland Mopars, Ontario (happened) 

August 20 – Heroes & Hot Rods, Anaheim (rescheduled to November 20) 

October 15 – Champion Cooling Systems, Lake Elsinore (happened) 

October 15 – Legends Burgers Cruise, Rancho Cucamonga (happened) 

November 10 – Bike Delivery to Fort Irwin (happened) 

November 12 – Ramona Tire, Rancho Cucamonga (happened) 

November 19 – Mopars & Friends at MoTech Performance, Murrieta (happened) 

November 20 – Riverside Cars & Coffee at J&M Speed Center (happened) 

November 20 – Heroes & Hot Rods, Anaheim (happened) 

December 9 – Set up for the Toy Drive & Pot Luck at the Longs (happened) 

December 10 – The Zimmerman Automobile Driving Museum, El Segundo (happened) 

December 10 – Toy Drive & Pot Luck at the Longs (happened) 

December 17 – Inglis Classics Holiday Car Show & Toy Drive, Apple Valley (happened) 

December 18 – Toy Delivery to Fort Irwin (happened) 

January 7 – Christmas in January toy distribution at Fort Irwin (happened) 
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Fort Irwin Toy Drive 2022 Toy Collecting Events (cont) 

  
Toys collected at the Champion Cooling Systems Car Show at the Outlets at Lake Elsinore 

 
Toys collected at the Get Together & Toy Drive at Ramona Tire in Rancho Cucamonga 

 
Toys collected at the Mopars & Friends 

at MoTech Performance in Murrieta 
 

Toy donation box and pickup bed of the J&M Speed 

Center El Camino were filled with toys from the 

November Riverside Cars & Coffee 

  
Backseat & trunk of the Demon were filled with toys from the Heroes and Hot Rods 

Car Show in Anaheim 
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Fort Irwin Toy Drive 2022 Toy Collecting Events (cont) 

  
Toys & bags of stuffed animals collected at the Zimmerman Automobile Driving 

Museum Cruise-In with the Clauses event in El Segundo 

 
The 2nd Annual Santa’s Rock’n Holiday in Apple Valley hosted by Inglis 

Classics of Hesperia brought out more cars and toys than last year 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Bike Delivery From January 2023 Scat Pack News  

Bikes were once again provided by Hilton Vail and his friends in El Cajon.  He had to drive 

to San Pedro to pick up 70 bikes; 35 boys, 35 girls.  Early Thursday morning I drove to El 

Cajon to pick up the trailer with the bikes.  4 ½ hours after I left El Cajon I was at the Fort 

Irwin visitor center parking lot waiting to be met by SGM Killea for entry to the base.  I 

pulled up to a warehouse and was met by Debbie’s favorite people, firemen.  Between the 

firemen and police officers, the bikes were off loaded & in storage in less than 15 minutes.  

A few hours later I was back home thinking about the trailer return to El Cajon the next 

day.  711 miles in two days. 
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Fort Irwin Toy Drive Party & Pot Luck 

Details can be found in the January 2023 issue of Scat Pack News 

The 2022 toy drive was winding down with two events to go.  The second to last was the toy drive 

party & pot luck to be held at the Longs.  We usually had a 24 foot trailer at the Longs partially filled 

with toys we had been collecting since May so it could be filled at the party.  Two days before the 

party seven of us got together to transfer toys and bikes from our storage to the trailer prior to 

transport to the Longs.  Michael Harding towed the trailer from storage to the Longs where Don would 

place it prior to the party. 

 
From the left: Jim Froelich, Lonnie & Robin 

Clabaugh, Bill & Debbie Whitson, Mike Keller.  

Michael Harding was behind the camera. 

 
All the boxes filled with toys moved from storage to 

the trailer.  A little light compared to the last 

couple of years.  A few of the bikes are shown. 

 
 

  
Party night, the reason we were here; collect toys, sports equipment and bikes to be delivered to the 

military kids at Fort Irwin. Left: Bill Whitson & John Smithson.  Right Barry & Bill Whitson. 
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Fort Irwin Toy Delivery From January 2023 Scat Pack News 

Toy delivery took place on Sunday December 18th.  Michael Harding picked up the toy trailer from 

the Longs and headed to Fort Irwin while I returned home to pick up Ken Hamer, a couple more bags 

of toys from Duke’s Café, and the U-haul van loaded with toys from the Apple Valley show plus toys 

purchased that week by Norma with funds from the Little Guys Street Rods Car Club. 

Michael got to the Fort Irwin visitor center a little before me where he was met by SGM Killea, 

who escorted us in.  When we arrived at the Field House we were met by the firemen and military 

police of Fort Irwin. 

The Field House was completely empty so the few bikes we just brought and the boxes of toys 

looked lost.  The other 70 bikes would be brought over for assembly a few days before the toy 

distribution, while the toys were getting sorted. 

It didn’t take long to have the trailer & van emptied as these guys & gals knew how to work 

together to get it done.  Thank you .   

  

  

  

Michael Harding has a video of the toy delivery.  It can be found on Facebook and You Tube. 
FB: https://fb.watch/hx-53-Y44D/ 

YT: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mnlr39PO5OM 

  

https://fb.watch/hx-53-Y44D/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mnlr39PO5OM
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Fort Irwin Toy Distribution-Christmas in January 
From February 2023 Scat Pack News 

The 2022 toy drive portion had ended & the toy distribution took place Saturday January 7th, 2023 

at the Fort Irwin Christmas in January event when troops and their families came back from their 

Christmas leave.   

Prior to the activities starting, a couple of group photos were taken.  This was from a couple of rows 

away so a few toys would be in the picture.  It takes a lot of dedicated people to efficiently pull this 

off. 

 

 
This is what the Field House looked like at toy 

delivery time in December. 

 
This is what the Field House looked like on toy 

distribution day. 

Members of MWR and others spent 4 days unpacking boxes, sorting by ages & gender, and having 

everything organized for the big day.  This included assembling the seventy bikes.  And from a 

different angle… 
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Fort Irwin Toy Distribution (cont) 

  

 
Seventy bikes from Hilton Vail and his friends in El Cajon plus a few bikes from the toy party and 

larger bikes from South Bay Mopars.  Bikes were distributed using a drawing on Facebook Live. 

 

  
MWR elf still smiling after 

days of prep 

Drive up distribution was used again this year.  No one had to get out of 

their vehicle.  Runners would get the filled out info slip then head into the 

Field House to get the appropriate toys or sports equipment, and return to 

the vehicle.  Knocked hours off distribution. 
  



 

Scat Pack News – Fort Irwin 2022 Toy Drive Highlights Special Edition Page 9 
 

Fort Irwin Toy Distribution (cont)  

Certificate of Appreciation from Fort Irwin   
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Fort Irwin Toy Drive 2022 From January 2023 Scat Pack News 

Please support the businesses below that supported the Fort Irwin toy drive with a toy donation 

box on their premises.   
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Fort Irwin Toy Drive 2022 

I am sure I have missed some, but below are the car clubs I had documented that had supported 

the Fort Irwin toy drive.  In addition to the car clubs there were countless individuals who 

supported our efforts. 

909 Mopars 

A Bodies Anonymous 

American Made Muscle Only 

Axle Draggers 

Bush Wackers 

C.P.W. 

Cadillac Kings, Inland Empire 

Cal Rods 

Canyon Lake Car Club 

Classic Tin 

Country Gents 

CP Mopar Garage 

Cruisin’ Buddies 

Cruisin’ Brothers 

Deplorables 

Diamond Valley Mopars 

Drifters 

Elite Mopars 

Fast Lane Mopars 

Hot Desert Mopars 

Inland Empire Classic Mustang Club 

Lakeside Cruisers 

Little Guys Street Rods 

Misfit Mopars 

Mopar 360 

Mopar 5150 

Mopar Addiction Car Club  

 

Mopar Club of San Diego 

Mopar Mayhem 

Mopar SoCal 

Mopar Syndicate 

Mopar Unlimited 

Norco Cruisers 

Old Farts Racing Team 

Old School Cruzers 

Only Rangos 

Outriders 

Over The Hill Gang 

Palm Springs Crusin Association 

Pomona Valley Model A 

Purely Addicted 

RTS 

Senior Cruzers 

Sinister Muscle 

SoCal Challengers 

SoCal Mopar Connected 

So Cal Variety 

South Bay Mopars 

Street Rods Forever 

Temecula Over The Hill Gang  

The Vette Set 

West Coast AMC 

West Coast Durango’s 

Winged Warriors 

WPC 
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Fort Irwin Toy Drive 2022 (cont) 

From the Fort Irwin High Desert Warrior 

 

 

 


