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President’s Message 
Ken Hamer 

2024 – A New Year 
 Reminder: 

• Sam Frisby will happily accept your 2024 club dues.  Make Sam 

smile! 

Announcement: 

• Sil and Carol Brander are having a Super Bowl get together 

at their home in San Jacinto after the next club meeting and 

y’all are invited.  Kickoff is scheduled for 3:30pm so you will 

not be rushed following the morning meeting.  Please bring 

some sort of finger food to share.  Sil will be doing hot dogs 

on the grill.   

In case you were unable to attend the January club meeting, please 

be advised that following an extensive discussion it was decided to 

postpone our annual “Mopars in May” charity-benefit car show from May 

19, 2024, to May 18, 2025.  The decision was based on a number of 

contributing factors but primarily due to receiving a flyer for a “Mopars 

vs. The World” event at Irwindale Dragstrip scheduled for our 

traditional third-Sunday-in-May date.  The Irwindale event flyer shows 

a combination of drag racing, car show with awards for both multiple 

classic Mopar vehicles and modern Mopars, and a swap meet.  The flyer 

also states the Irwindale event will be presented by Full Blown 

Performance, a primarily modern Mopar performance shop located in Los 

Angeles. 

Elite Mopars Car Club had previously agreed to partner with Inland 

Mopars to help with our 2024 car show and several representatives were 

in attendance at our January meeting for car show discussions.  They 

reinforced the opinions of most of the Inland Mopars club members in 

attendance that the Irwindale event would severely impact the number 

of both participant entries and spectators to our event.  During the 

continuing discussion we looked at alternate dates in the month of May 

but decided those dates were not feasible for multiple reasons. 

Following the decision to postpone our annual car show to 2025, the 

representatives from Elite Mopars confirmed their club is fully on board 

to support and assist with the 2025 edition of “Mopars in May”. 

Not having a 2024 edition of “Mopars in May” will impact both our 

club treasury funds and our purchasing power to support our 2024 Fort 

Continued on Page 3 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Bits ‘n Pieces: Club Meeting & GNRS 

This is a reminder that the Grand National Roadster Show is this weekend, February 2-4.  The club 

meeting has been rescheduled to the following Sunday, February 11, at the usual spot, Cactus Cantina in 

Riverside.   

 
  

http://www.inlandmopars.org/
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President’s Message (cont) 

Irwin Toy Drive. 

February 2024 brings the Grand National Roadster Show to the Fairplex in Pomona.  This is our main 

fundraiser for Inland Mopars.  The sign-up sheet for club member work shifts was passed around at both 

the December and January meetings.  The following shifts are still open and available: 

• Thursday, Feb. 1, 2:30-7:00PM (2 spots available) 

• Friday, Feb. 2, 3:30-8:00PM (1 spot available) 

• Saturday, Feb. 3, 2:30-8:00PM (2 spots available) 

• Sunday, Feb. 4, 9:00AM-2:30PM (2 spots available) 

First come, first served. 

Remember, you will receive free Grand National Roadster Show admission ($30 value) and free 

parking for the day(s) you sign up to work.  Your time is yours either before or after your work 

shift to see this outstanding event 

Please contact me as soon as possible to claim your preferred shift. 

In other news, the Mullin Automotive Museum located in Oxnard announced they will be closing their 

doors on February 10, 2024, after being in operation for 13 years.  The closure is due to the passing of 

Peter Mullin in September 2023.  The museum was founded by Peter Mullin and his wife Merle Mullin in 

2010, and showcased the largest private collection of Bugatti automobiles in the world as well as other 

French cars from the 1930s, furniture, and art from the Art Deco movement.  The announcement said 

four cars from the museum’s collection will be transferred to the Petersen Automotive Museum.  There 

is no information yet on what will happen to the rest of the automobiles and art. 

It is sad to see such a unique and beautiful museum close down.  However, the Mullin Automotive 

Museum will always be remembered for its contribution to the preservation of French automotive history 

and art. 

Plan your trip to Oxnard if you want to visit this museum before it is lost forever. 

Because the Grand National Roadster Show is happening over the first weekend of February, the next 

club meeting is scheduled for Sunday, February 11, in the banquet room at Cactus Cantina restaurant in 

Riverside.  Usual times:  9am for those wanting breakfast, with the meeting getting started as close to 

10am as possible.   

As always, please bring some suggestions for monthly club activities so we can expand our activity 

calendar for 2024.  We will discuss if we have time…and remember, monthly club activities DO NOT 

HAVE TO BE CAR RELATED!  What do you really enjoy that you would like to share with club members?  

Research what your city may offer and bring the information to our club meeting. 

Let’s plan some fun activities! 

We also have a continuing need for one or more individuals to maintain our club social media 

platforms on both Facebook and Instagram, and we should develop a presence on X (formerly 

Twitter).  Please let me know if you may be interested in any of these opportunities. 

As always, thank you to everyone for all you do to make Inland Mopars Car Club the very best it can 

be – the club’s reputation is a direct reflection of the membership // 
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Meeting Minutes – January  

The January 7, 2024 meeting of Inland Mopars, held at the Cactus Cantina in Riverside, was called to 

order at 10:02AM by Sergeant-at-Arms, Bill Whitson.  Club President Ken Hamer presiding.  Our 

meeting opened with Bill Whitson leading the Pledge of Allegiance.  Ken thanked all for attending. 

Members present:  Sil & Carol Brander, DC Castagno, Gene & Susan Endo, Sam Frisby, Jim Froelich, 

Ken Hamer, BJ Hayden, Bill Heckman, Norma Johnston, Mike Keller, John Smithson, Bill & Debbie 

Whitson, and Harry Windhorst. 

Members missing:  All who weren’t at the meeting 

New members:  No new club members in attendance 

Visitors:  first time visitor Richard Long, in the process of buying a 1969 Dodge Dart GT.  Elite Mopars 

members Luke Prosser, Tre Nottingham & Jesse Novarro were also in attendance for Mopars in May 

discussions. 

Happy Birthday wishes to our club members with January birthdays:  BJ Hayden, Norma Johnston, Sil 

Brander, Robin Windhorst, Rick Cook. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Sam gave the treasurer’s report for December.  Reported we had 14 paid 

members. 

Club Social Media: 

• Club website – No report.  Webmaster Joey Garcia was not attendance. 

• Facebook – No report.  We need a volunteer to take care of our Facebook internet site. 

• Instagram – No report.  We need a volunteer to take care of our Instagram internet site. 

• Twitter/X – We need a volunteer to set up an account. 

Ken commented that both our Facebook and Instagram websites are vital for the attraction of new 

and younger club members and asked for volunteers to help post club information to our Facebook 

and Instagram sites.  We also need a volunteer to establish a Twitter/X account. 

Announcements/Prior Club Business or Activities 

• Grand National Roadster Show - Ken said there were still a few openings for working the 

souvenir booth on Thursday, Friday & Sunday.  Let him know if you were interested. 

• Fort Irwin Christmas in January – Bill & Debbie Whitson, Norma Johnston, Ken Hamer & Mike 

Keller attended on Saturday January 6th.   

➢ Since this was Norma’s first time attending the actual toy distribution, she was asked for 

her review.  She said it was very nice and there was a lot more going on than she expected.  

She did meet Col. Bomar, Garrison Commander, and they hit it off immediately since she was 

wearing her San Francisco 49’s attire and he was also a 49’s fan. 

➢ Bill & Debbie thought it was very nice.  A lot more brass than in the past.  A group photo was 

taken with Fort Irwin Commanding General Curtis Taylor, as well as the Grinch (not an 

officer). 

➢ Mike commented it would be nice to have more club support (more bodies) in attendance at 

the toy distribution event. 

Continued on Page 5  
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Meeting Minutes – January (cont)  

Announcements/Prior Club Business or Activities (cont) 

• Pot Luck & Toy Drive Party – Saturday December 9th at Don & Ann Long’s party barn.   

➢ Col. Bomar, Fort Irwin Garrison Commander, presented Mike & Inland Mopars with a 

Certificate of Appreciation for the toy drive.  Mike accepted and thanked all of those in 

attendance, saying this was not just an Inland Mopars effort but a car community effort.  

This year, as in the past, the value of the toys, bikes, and sports equipment going to Fort 

Irwin was estimated at $50, 000. 

➢ Club members in attendance seemed to enjoy it.  It was brought up that the guests bringing 

toys would like to have them visible before they get packed in boxes. 

➢ It was brought up that Don was not happy with a few things and not sure if party will happen 

in 2024.  Mike will send an email to Don & Ann to set up an after party meeting with Mike & 

Ken. 

• “Wreaths Across America”, Saturday December 16th, Riverside National Cemetery - Ken thanked 

those who had come out to help lay wreaths on the graves of their family members or former 

Inland Mopars members at RNC.  

Annual Club Activities Update 

• “Mopars in May” Car Show – currently scheduled for Sunday May 19th, at the Carpenter’s 

Training Center in Ontario.  

➢ Elite Mopars members Luke Prosser, Tre Nottingham & Jesse Novarro were in attendance 

for Mopars in May discussions. 

➢ Mike brought up we were four months behind in planning. 

➢ Luke said at this time they would be able to provide 15 members to help with a 2024 show.  

They would be able to have 30 for a 2025 show. 

➢ The Irwindale Mopars VS The World show set for the same 2024 date was also brought up 

and discussed: joint show at Irwindale, two shows the same day, reschedule Mopars in May. 

o Joint show – how would it work, some didn’t want to go to Irwindale (LA county) asphalt. 

o Two shows – both shows would suffer, not enough time since we were already behind. 

o Reschedule – no other May date suitable, didn’t want to change Mopars in May to Summer 

Kickoff as in 2000 and change to June, no Mopars in May in 2024. 

o Vote was taken and it was decided to reschedule the 2024 show to May 18th, 2025, which 

would give us plenty of time (hopefully) to plan. 

• Sunday February 11 – Super Bowl watch party at Sil & Carol’s in San Jacinto after the February 

club meeting at Cactus Cantina in the morning.  Sil will be grilling hot dogs.  Plan on bringing a 

finger food.  Please let Carol (951-312-4079) know prior to the party. 

There being no additional business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:something. 

Respectfully submitted, 

DC (Recording Secretary) 
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Fort Irwin Toy Drive  photos submitted by Norma Johnston, Mike Keller  

Whew…the toy drive, the actual task of collecting toys, was over 

after the December 16th Santa’s Rock’n Holiday in Apple Valley.  On 

Sunday December 17th, all the collected toys, bikes and sports 

equipment that had been loaded in the 24-ft trailer, were delivered 

to the Fort Irwin field house, site of the actual Christmas in January 

toy distribution event scheduled for Saturday January 6th, when the 

men & women stationed at Fort Irwin, had returned from their 

Christmas leave. 

So, Saturday January 6th, Bill & Debbie Whitson, Norma 

Johnston, Ken Hamer & Mike Keller met at the Fort Irwin visitor 

center parking lot to head in together.  In the past we had requested 

someone meet us and escort us in, eliminating a hold up at the gate.  

With only two vehicles and five people, what could go wrong since we 

had already sent copies of our IDs in?  How about a computer 

freeze?  A couple of phone calls later we were on our way.  We had 

factored in some extra time so we wouldn’t be late and we weren’t.  

We unloaded a couple more boxes of late toys and a bike then headed in to check things out and 

take a few photos before the actual distribution started.  Inside the field house were four sets of 

tables, each designated boy or girl and ages.  They didn’t use quite as many tables this year as in the 

past so each set of tables were stacked with toys, not as spread out as in the past.   

Christmas in January used to be held outside in the town center with a 30-ft Christmas and sleigh 

with Santa.  Covid put an end to that.  It is now a drive thru type event so they can now serve four 

families at a time, rather than one at a time in a single sleigh with Santa, knocking a couple of hours 

off the event. 

 
Partial view of the 0-5 age kid’s toys stacked three & four high.  Kids in the first couple of rows would 

do the actual selecting of toys for the kids in the drive thru lanes.  They had a good time & did a good 

job.  Most of the Inland Mopars members are at the far right, next to Col. Bomar. 

Continued on Page 7  
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Fort Irwin Toy Drive (cont) 

So the procedure now is a family vehicle is directed into the event by the MPs into a line where they 

get a card which they would fill out with the kid’s age(s) and boy/girl.  They are directed to one of four 

lanes where they were lined up.  When the distribution actually starts, a runner goes to the first 

vehicle in each line and gets the card with the kid’s info and heads into the field house where all the 

toys are arranged.  Inside the field house, the runner & picker find the correct age group(s) that 

match the info on the card and choose a couple of items for each person on the card.  The runner then 

takes those toys to the vehicle and hand them to the parent or child.  That vehicle would then be 

motioned to pull out and the next vehicle would move forward and it is all done over again.  If there was 

a bike indicated on the card, the vehicle would be directed to the bike loading area and the appropriate 

bike would be loaded in or on the vehicle.  The MPs would direct the vehicle back onto the street and 

off they would go.  A couple of hours later the four lanes are down to one and everyone can relax a 

little. 

  

 
 

  

Above: Toys, runners & pickers 

Continued on Page 8  
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Fort Irwin Toy Drive (cont) 

  

 
Above: Bikes from our El Cajon friends  

Right: Bike being loaded  

  

 

 

Continued on Page 9  
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Fort Irwin Toy Drive (cont) 

 

 

 
Toy tables before 

Continued on Page 10  
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Fort Irwin Toy Drive (cont) 

 
Toy tables during/after 

 
Inland Mopars from front left: Mike, Tom Boggs (retired “Santa”), back row: Ken hiding behind Mike, 

Debbie hiding behind Tom, & Bill 

 
Front: the Grinch; the rest from left: did not get names for the two gentlemen at the left, Angi 

Boggs (retired Mrs. Claus), Ken Hamer, Debbie Whitson, Bill Whitson, Mike Keller, Norma Johnston, 

Commanding General Taylor, CSM David Palmer 

Continued on Page 11  
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Fort Irwin Toy Drive (cont) 

 
Debbie, the Grinch, Norma 

 
We were there 

 
From left; CSM Palmer, Garrison Commander and 

San Francisco 49’s fan Col. Bomar  

 
Brandi Crist, Director of DFMWR, keeping an eye on 

the distribution 

  This guy was everywhere 

A special thanks to Garrison Commander Col. Bomar, CSM Palmer, Brandi Crist, Director of DFMWR, 

Lisa Fuga, Special Events Coordinator, our Fort Irwin toy drive contact, and Lacey Marshall, Corporate 

Sponsorship & Advertising, for making this another special and smooth toy drive and distribution. 

Continued on Page 12  
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Fort Irwin Toy Drive (cont) 

If you want to see the results from the past toy drives, you should look at 

www.inlandmopars.org/toydrives. 

 

2023  

Toy Drive 

Event 

Schedule: 

 

 

May 21 – Mopars in May, Inland Mopars, Ontario (happened) 

June 25 – Cambra Speed Shop Good Times Block Party, Orange (happened) 

July 1-15 – Bruster’s Real Ice Cream Christmas in July, Rancho Cucamonga 

(happened) 

September 30 – Champion Cooling Systems, Lake Elsinore (happened) 

October 21 – Legends Burgers Cruise, Rancho Cucamonga (happened) 

October 22 – In-N-Out 75th Anniversary Festival, Pomona (happened) 

November 4 – Ramona Tire, Rancho Cucamonga (happened) 

November 11 – Flabob Airport Veterans Celebration Parade, Festival, &  

Vintage Car Show, Jurupa Valley (happened) 

November 18 – Legends Burgers Cruise, Rancho Cucamonga (happened) 

November 18 – Mopars at MoTech Performance, Murrieta (canceled due to 

weather) 

November 19 – Riverside Cars & Coffee, Riverside Auto Center (happened) 

November 25 – Detail Garage, Montclair (happened) 

December 2 – MoparMall, Murrieta (happened) 

December 9 – The Zimmerman Automobile Driving Museum, El Segundo 

(happened) 

December 9 – Toy Drive & Pot Luck at the Longs (happened) 

December 16 – Inglis Classics Holiday Car Show & Toy Drive, Apple Valley 

(happened) 

December 17 – Toy Delivery to Fort Irwin (happened) 

January 6 – Christmas in January toy distribution at Fort Irwin (happened) 
 

 

  

Continued on Page 13  
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Fort Irwin Toy Drive (cont) 

Please support the businesses & events below that were supporting the Fort Irwin toy 

drive with a toy donation box on their premises or as the event charity.   
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Misc  

 

Infinite Hero 
22365 El Toro Rd, #275 
Lake Forest, CA 92630 

 

info@infinitehero.org 

(949) 829-6446 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sherm Taylor Scholarship Endowment 

Some of you will remember Sherm Taylor as the big guy at the 

Chaffey College Car Show.  He was an automotive instructor and 

ended up wearing many different hats at Chaffey.  Last year he 

was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer and had started 

treatment.  He passed away in March.  Sherm had a 440 engine 

he was selling before his passing.  It has been sold to Lonnie  

Clabaugh for use in the new 1968 Dodge Charger project.  Sherm’s sister decided to leave it to 

Chaffey College after his passing so Chaffey will be using the funds raised towards the scholarship 

endowment under his name.  If you haven’t heard about the endowment in his name yet, you can make a 

donation either on-line or checks can be made out to the Chaffey College Foundation & mailed to the 

address below: 

On-line at https://chaffey.kindful.com/?campaign=1118679 

Snail mail to Chaffey College Foundation 

5885 Haven Ave,  

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91737 

Please note Sherm Taylor scholarship in the memo section. 
  

mailto:info@infinitehero.org
https://chaffey.kindful.com/?campaign=1118679
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Misc (cont) 

  

HEMET DONOR CENTER 

3377 W. Florida Ave 

Hemet, CA 92545 

(800) 879-4484 

HIGH DESERT DONOR CENTER 

12520 Business Center Drive, Bldg G 

Victorville, CA 92395 

(760) 843-9700 

LA QUINTA DONOR CENTER 

46-660 Washington Street Suite 4 

La Quinta, CA 92253 

(760) 777-8844 

MURRIETA DONOR CENTER 

40365 Murrieta Hot Springs Road Suite C-1 

Murrieta, CA 92563 

(800) 879-4484 

ONTARIO DONOR CENTER 

1959 East Fourth Street 

Ontario, CA 91764 

(909) 987-3158 

PLACENTIA DONOR CENTER (closed) 

310 West Orangethorpe Street, Suite C 

Placentia, CA 92870 

(657) 216-1172 

RANCHO MIRAGE DONOR CENTER 

42390 Bob Hope Drive, Suite 1B 

Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 

(760) 797-8496 

RIVERSIDE DONOR CENTER 

4006 Van Buren Blvd 

Riverside, CA 92503 

(951) 687-2530 

SAN BERNARDINO DONOR CENTER 

420 E Hospitality Lane, Suite A7 

San Bernardino, CA 92408 

(909) 885-6503 

 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Add to Your Calendar for 2024 

   

 
February 10, 2024 

 
March 15-17, 2024 

 
May 11, 2024 

 
 

April 6, 2024 
 

May 19, 2024 
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Club Member Recommended Businesses  

 

 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Club Member Recommended Businesses (cont) 
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Club Member Recommended Businesses (cont) 
 

  
Ft. Irwin Toy Drive location & good guys Recommended by Ken Hamer 

  

Recommended by Ken Hamer Recommended by Bill Heckman 

  

Mention Inland Mopars & get a 10% discount on parts Inland Mopars thanks you for your support 

  

They do very nice work.  Site of the Mopars & Friends 

at MoTech Open House & Toy Drive 

Where “Rambo” was built 
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Club Member Recommended Businesses (cont)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheri has been cutting my hair for 20 years when it 

used to have color in it besides white 

 

Majestic has been our go to place for trophies since 

the first Mopars in May 
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Club Member Recommended Businesses (cont)  
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Nuts & Bolts  

Ads will run until I get tired of looking at them, which could be soon.  

Please contact me with any changes, additions or deletions.  Phone & e-mail are on Page 1. 

Free 

• Duster, Dart, Demon bench seat, original orange/black 

houndstooth.  Needs to be redone. 

Contact Mike Keller 951-212-0817 or email 

limedust70@gmail.com 

  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Wanted 

• Direct Connection 7¼ Chrome Rear End Cover PN P3690752.   

Contact Mike Keller 951-212-0817 or email limedust70@gmail.com  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

For Sale – California 

The following parts were donated to the club by Scott Whiteman.  All new, in original boxes, 

never used.  He won’t be needing them.  Proceeds from the sale of these parts will go to the toy 

drive.  I have them. 

• Fram Racing Fuel Filter P/N HPG1, Summit price $55.99, make offer 

• Mallory Promaster Coil P/N 29440, Summit price $159.99, make offer 

• Mallory HyFire 6 Electronic Ignition P/N 6853M, Summit price, $215.99, make offer 

Contact Mike Keller at 951-212-0817 or email limedust70@gmail.com  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

• 1 big block 727 trans, needs rebuild.  $100 

• 1963 Dodge 2dr hardtop bench seat.  Free 

Contact Ken 909-336-9974 or strathman@charter.net . No shipping, must pick up. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

• Pair of 1972 Dodge Charger bucket seats.  $800.00. 

• Set of four small bolt pattern rallye wheels, center caps, lugs, trim rings, & 215/60R14 

BF Goodrich tires.  $1600.00 

Call or text Steve Ruiz 310-508-1327  

        

  

mailto:limedust70@gmail.com
mailto:limedust70@gmail.com
mailto:limedust70@gmail.com
mailto:strathman@charter.net
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Nuts & Bolts (cont) 

For Sale – California 

• 1973 Dodge Dart Sport.  Slant six, no other details.  Located in Jurupa Valley.  Asking 

$3900 

Contact Oscar Zendejas Sr at 909-437-0246 or email longshotz@gmail.com   

  

 
 

 

 
  

mailto:longshotz@gmail.com
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Nuts & Bolts (cont) 

For Sale – California 

• 1970 Dodge Challenger.  Slant six, auto, original owner.  Make offer 

Contact Al Lavoie at 951-351-9100 or email  albert.lavoie1970@aol.com   

 

 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

• 1972 Dodge Dart passenger door & two front fenders.  Make offer 

Contact Bill Clark at 626-281-4772 or email  bill67hemi@aol.com   

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

• Mopars in May 2023 Event Shirts.  Available in white, ash (light grey), and tan. 

 

Size Ash White Tan 

Small 1 0 0 

Medium 0 0 0 

Large 7 10 1 

XL 0 0 1 

2X 4 16 1 

3X 0 1 0 

4X 1 3 0 

$20 each plus shipping/postage 

Contact Mike Keller at 951-212-0817 or email limedust70@gmail.com  

mailto:longshotz@gmail.com
mailto:longshotz@gmail.com
mailto:limedust70@gmail.com


 

 


