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President’s Message 
Ken Hamer 

…and it comes with a full factory warranty 
 But first, Reminders: 

 Sam Frisby will happily accept your 2023 club dues 
 Our April club meeting is scheduled for Sunday, April 2.  It will 

be held at our usual location, the banquet room at Cactus Cantina 
restaurant in Riverside.  9am for breakfast with the meeting 
getting started as close to 10am as possible. 

More later about the warranty mentioned in the title. 

First, a quick update on the recently completed “Musclecars at the 

Strip” event and weekend in Las Vegas.  We had several club members 

attend this event that resulted in some exciting news.  Bill and Debbie 

Whitson’s 1964 Plymouth Fury brought home the 1st Place trophy for B-

body Modified, and Sil & Carol Brander’s 1959 Plymouth Belvedere won 

2nd Place for Street Rod in the car show.  Congratulations! 

“Rambo”, Sil and Carol Brander’s Hellcat-powered 1984 Dodge 

Rampage made its first runs down the dragstrip.  Make sure you’re at 

the April club meeting to hear Sil’s report about “Rambo”. 

 
 

From what I have read online, the weather this year was very cool 

with a fair amount of wind that made it seem even colder.  But at least 

it was dry for the weekend.  I also read that the event was a little 

shorter than past years.  One of the posts I read was from an 

individual attending MATS for the first time.  He took a $40 Uber ride 

from his hotel on Sunday and got to the track about 1:00pm to find the 

car show field empty, the food vendors closed up, and the vendors all 

packing up.  He said he watched some racing that was still going on 

before heading back to his hotel. 

Club member Chris Thompson and his family also attended both 

MATS and the “Dodge Last Call Powered by Roadkill Nights” event that 

happened on Monday, the day following MATS.  Chris raced his  

Continued on Page 3 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Bits ‘n Pieces: Mopars in May is a Go (same as last month) 
The Carpenters Training Center has finally given us the okay to use their facility for our 22nd Annual 

Chrysler Car & Truck Show and Swap Meet.  A request for a color guard from Fort Irwin has been 

submitted.  In addition to the actual car show there will be a Vietnam War era helicopter display by 

the Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1024 and a day-long blood drive by LifeStream Blood Bank.  

The Patriots & Paws organization will be on-site promoting their organization and September car 

show.  More info to come as we get closer to show time. 

  
  

http://www.inlandmopars.org/
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President’s Message (cont)  Continued from Page 1 

turbocharged 1968 Dart and won his class.  Congratulations 

Chris!  I saw a photo online of Chris holding his ‘big win check’.  

Check with Chris the next time you see him for stories about 

the event. 

At the “Dodge Last Call Powered by Roadkill Nights” event, 

Dodge did a live reveal of the ultimate, and final, ‘Last Call’ 

model of their gasoline-powered performance cars, the Dodge 

Challenger SRT Demon 170.  

You can see it here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbTCFj-N-CM and read the article 

elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Some highlights of this little grocery getter with ‘Holy $#!&’ level performance are 1,025 

horsepower @ 6,500rpm and 945 lb.-ft of torque @ 4,200 rpm from the 6.2-liter HEMI.   This engine, 

plus all of the other engineered upgrades make this the world’s quickest 0-60mph production car at 

1.66 seconds.  Acceleration like that should require Christmas Tree starting lights rather than generic 

red-green traffic lights at metered freeway onramps! 

  

The Demon 170 also boasts the highest g-force acceleration of any production car at 2.004 Gs and is 

history’s first-ever eight-second factory muscle car at 8.91 seconds elapsed time at 151.17mph.  In 

fact, NHRA has already banned the Demon 170 in stock form from competition.  You will need to install 

a roll cage before running on a NHRA-sanction dragstrip.  Oh yeah, a parachute is available for 

purchase as a factory option. 

Want to order one?  Check out https://www.dodgegarage.com/srt-demon-170 to see all the 

available exterior colors, graphic and interior options.  Forged aluminum wheels are standard as are 

Mickey Thompson® drag radial tires.  Carbon fiber wheels are available as an additional $11,495 

option.  Pricing you ask?  The U.S. MSRP is $96,666 and only 3,300 will be available for the U.S. 

market.  An additional 300 will be available in Canada with a Canadian MSRP of $134,785. 

And, yes, it does come with a full factory warranty. 

You better hurry! 

 

Continued on Page 4  
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President’s Message (cont)  Continued from Page 3 

Plans continue to develop for our upcoming “Mopars In May” charity-benefit car show scheduled 

for May 21, 2023.  Progress and discussions will continue at the April club meeting and will continue 

further at upcoming club meetings.  Car Show Chairman Gene Endo is doing a great job with the 

planning, development and coordination of our 2023 car show.  We will need the help of all club 

members to once again put on the very best all-Mopar car show in the Inland Empire so please make 

every effort to be at each of the upcoming club meetings leading up to our 2023 “Mopars In May” 

show. 

As always, please bring some suggestions for monthly club activities to our April club meeting so we 

can expand our activity calendar for 2023…and remember, monthly club activities DO NOT HAVE TO 
BE CAR RELATED!  What do you really enjoy that you would like to share with club members?  

Research what your city may offer and bring the information to our club meeting. 

Let’s plan some fun activities! 

As always, thank you to everyone for all you do to make Inland Mopars Car Club the very best it can 

be – the club’s reputation is a direct reflection of the membership // 

 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

…and now it’s gone (Part 3) 

From the J&M Speed Center Facebook page: 

We have had a successful 62 years of business and have 

decided it is time to close shop to move on to new adventures 

for our family. 

We want to especially thank our customers, manufacturers, 

employees, and friends for your continued support. 

We will be closing the doors on Saturday, March 25th, 

2023. 

Sincerely, 

The Braybrooks Family 

 

As most of you know we are closing our doors March 25th, 

please join us in a day of celebration and sales.  March 25th 

8am-2pm bring your cool rides and J&M shirts.  We will be 

having a last day parking lot sale and be selling our last round 

of new shirts. 
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Meeting Minutes – March   

The March 5, 2023 meeting of Inland Mopars, held at Cactus Cantina in Riverside, was called to order 

at 10:00AM by our Sergeant-at-Arms, Bill Whitson.  Most of us arrived earlier to enjoy breakfast 

prior to the meeting.  Club President Ken Hamer; presiding.  Our meeting opened with Bill Whitson 

leading the Pledge of Allegiance.  Ken thanked all for attending.   

Members present; attendance was not recorded so the following is from memory & may not be 

complete; Sil & Carol Brander, David Castagno, Gene & Susan Endo, Sam Frisby, Jim Froelich, Ken 

Hamer, B.J. Hayden, Bill Heckman, Norma Johnston, Mike Keller, John Smithson, and Bill & Debbie 

Whitson.   

Known Missing today; Ken & Kim Strathman snowed in. 

Visitors; No visitors. 

New Members; Russ Meyers joined at the meeting.  In the process of rebuilding a 1965 Dart with a 

slant six.. 

Happy Birthday wishes to our dues paying club members with March birthdays: Ken Strathman, Kim 

Strathman, Scott Whiteman, Jennie Frisby, James Burdzinsky, David ‘DC’ Castagno. 

Treasurer’s Report – Sam Frisby gave the treasurer’s report for February.   

Club Social Media 

 Club Website – No report.  Webmaster Joey Garcia was not attendance. 

 Facebook – No report.  We need a volunteer to take care of our Facebook internet site.   

 Instagram – No report.  We need a volunteer to take care of our Instagram internet site. 

Ken commented that both our Facebook and Instagram websites are vital for the attraction of new 

and younger club members. 

Announcements/Prior Club Business or Activities 

 Because of the recent California weather, Ken provided a first-ever “snow report” on club 

members Scott and Bea Whiteman and Ken and Kim Strathman.  Several other local club 

members mentioned they also received minor snow during the recent storms. 

 Ken gave the donation check to Sam Frisby from Rod Shows for the club working the recent 

Grand National Roadster Show. 

Upcoming Club Business or Activities 

 The March car show flyers shown in the March club newsletter were mentioned. 

 Ken requested suggestions for a March or April club activity.  There were no suggestions for 

March but the Chaffey College Car Show on April 16 was suggested.  A motion made and passed.  

Meeting time and place will be discussed at the April meeting. 

 Ken mentioned our annual club “unholiday” party has usually been held in March in past years.  

Following some discussion it was decided that we will move the annual “unholiday” party to June 

24 for 2023 and VP Norma Johnstone will begin researching a possible location for the party. 

Continued on Page 6  
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Meeting Minutes - March (cont) Continued from Page 5 

Upcoming Club Business or Activities (cont) 

 Upcoming annual club activities were discussed: 

 March 17-19, Las Vegas – Ken mentioned the club members that will be attending 

“Musclecars At The Strip” event in Las Vegas.  He also requested ideas for an alternate club 

event.  There were no suggestions. 

 March 25, Yermo – The Fort Irwin Bataan Death March.  Inland Mopars will again sponsor a 

Water Stop.  We will provide fresh fruit and bottled water for participants. 

 March 25, Corona – Somebody advised that this will be the final day of operation for J&M 

Speed Center as they will be closing their doors. 

 “Mopars in May” charity-benefit car show, May 21, 2023 

o Ken advised the event date and show venue have been confirmed. 

o Pre-registration via the club website is operational.  We have currently received 4 pre-

entries via the club website to date.  Two (2) were received prior to the 2023 pricing 

being corrected; partial refunds have been processed. 

o Car Show Chairman Gene Endo discussed current show plans and development. 

o Following discussion on major Opportunity Drawing prizes to be purchased by Inland 

Mopars, a motion was made by Bill Heckman, seconded by Dave Castagno, and approved 

by the members present to purchase a flat screen television.  Norma Johnston 

researched and found an acceptable television online and purchased it. 

o Discussion followed regarding several topics related to the car show.  It was decided a 

planning meeting will be held at Vineyard School, Ontario, at 10:00AM on March 12.  An 

email notice will be sent to all local club members requesting their attendance. 

o Gene urged club members to continue to solicit Opportunity Drawing item donations. 

 July 16, Irwindale Dragstrip – “Mopars vs. The World” drag racing, car show and swap meet.  

More info to be posted on the event website (irwindalespeedway.com/events). 

 October 22, Pomona – October club activity:  the In-N-Out Burger 75th Anniversary event. 

 2023 Fort Irwin Toy Drive – Mike Keller provided an update.  

There being no additional business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:34AM.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Ken Hamer (temporarily filling in as Recording Secretary) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Remind You of Anyone? 
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Musclecars at the Strip  photos by Jerry Shory & Susan Endo  

On March 17 to 19 the 2023 version of the Musclecars at the 
Strip was held in North Las Vegas.  Initially known as Mopars at the 
Strip, a few years ago it morphed into Musclecars to get a dwindling 

attendance up, both vehicles and vendors.  I had attended MATS 

from 2003 to 2018, sometimes playing in the Slant Six racing class.  

Other than in 2003, Inland Mopars took over the car show parking 

chores.  We initially had plenty of bodies to do the two days of 

parking, but as the years went by the car show gate never closed, we 

got older and prices went up, the parking staff got smaller.  2019 was 

the last year we would do parking. 

Covid took care of the 2020 & 2021 shows.  2021 went to a 

September night time event.  It was hot.  The gates didn’t open until   
4:00 in the afternoon and racing went to past midnight.  Not a lot of favorable comments but the 

event was stuck for whatever time slot was available. 

The 2022 event was back to the normal March/April timeframe.  As Ken mentioned in his column, 

Bill & Debbie Whitson, son-in-law Jerry Shory (another “driver”), and Sil & Carol Brander took their 

vehicles.  Chris Thompson used the weekend to race.  Gene & Susan Endo went over as spectators.  Not 

sure who else may have gone from the club.  You will have to either be at the April club meeting or 

read the April meeting minutes in May to get their thoughts on the show. 

 

 
Left: Sil Brander.  Right: Bill Whitson.  Above: 

Sil’s 1959 Plymouth Belvedere and Bill’s 1964 

Plymouth Fury. 
 

 

 
Left: Debbie with Ryan from Counts Kustoms.  

Right: Debbie with Horny Mike from Counts 

Kustoms.  Above: Danny “The Count” Koker and 

his band Count’s 77. 
 

Continued on Page 8  
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Musclecars at the Strip (cont) Continued from Page 7 

  
Horny Mike’s truck & trailer 

 
Mike “the Evel Midget” Cook from the program Ride 

of Your Life with Sil & his pipe  

 
Remote controlled “Mini Mike” 

 
Gene & Susan Endo, along with their 

pooch, in front of the miniature Las 

Vegas Welcome sign 

 
Gene and a row of modern Mopars 

Continued on Page 9  
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Musclecars at the Strip (cont) Continued from Page 8 

 
Not chilly at all.  From the left; Bill Whitson, Carol 

Brander, Sil Brander, & Debbie Whitson.  Second 

Row; Gene Endo.  Behind the camera; Susan Endo. 

 
Bill & Sil with their awards.   

Debbie peeking around Bill. 

  
The Motown Missile & Paul Rossi Dodge Challengers on display 

 

 

MATS had a little bit of everything for everybody 

  
Continued on Page 10  
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Musclecars at the Strip (cont) Continued from Page 9 

  

  

  

 

 

 

Continued on Page 11  
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Musclecars at the Strip (cont) Continued from Page 10 

 
C-body 

 

 
B-body 

 

 
B-body  

 
A-body 

 
Continued on Page 12  
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Musclecars at the Strip (cont) Continued from Page 11 

 
B-body 

 
E-body 

  

 

 

 
 

 

Continued on Page 13  
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Musclecars at the Strip (cont) Continued from Page 12 
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Fort Irwin Toy Drive  

Please support the businesses below that had supported the Fort Irwin toy drive with a toy 

donation box on their premises.   
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Misc  

 

Infinite Hero 
22365 El Toro Rd, #275 
Lake Forest, CA 92630 

 

info@infinitehero.org 

(949) 829-6446 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sherm Taylor Scholarship Endowment 

Some of you will remember Sherm Taylor as the big guy at the 

Chaffey College Car Show.  He was an automotive instructor and 

ended up wearing many different hats at Chaffey.  Last year he 

was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer and had started 

treatment.  He passed away in March.  Sherm had a 440 engine 

he was selling before his passing.  It has been sold to club   

member Lonnie Clabaugh for use in the new 1968 Dodge Charger project.  His sister decided to leave it 

to Chaffey College after his passing so Chaffey will be using the funds raised towards the scholarship 

endowment under his name.  If you haven’t heard about the endowment in his name yet, you can make a 

donation either on-line or checks can be made out to the Chaffey College Foundation & mailed to the 

address below: 

On-line at https://chaffey.kindful.com/?campaign=1118679 

Snail mail to Chaffey College Foundation 

5885 Haven Ave,  

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91737 

Please note Sherm Taylor scholarship in the memo section. 
  

mailto:info@infinitehero.org
https://chaffey.kindful.com/?campaign=1118679
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Misc (cont) 

  

HEMET DONOR CENTER 

3377 W. Florida Ave 

Hemet, CA 92545 

(800) 879-4484 

HIGH DESERT DONOR CENTER 

12520 Business Center Drive, Bldg G 

Victorville, CA 92395 

(760) 843-9700 

LA QUINTA DONOR CENTER 

46-660 Washington Street Suite 4 

La Quinta, CA 92253 

(760) 777-8844 

MURRIETA DONOR CENTER 

40365 Murrieta Hot Springs Road Suite C-1 

Murrieta, CA 92563 

(800) 879-4484 

ONTARIO DONOR CENTER 

1959 East Fourth Street 

Ontario, CA 91764 

(909) 987-3158 

PLACENTIA DONOR CENTER 

310 West Orangethorpe Street, Suite C 

Placentia, CA 92870 

(657) 216-1172 

RANCHO MIRAGE DONOR CENTER 

42390 Bob Hope Drive, Suite 1B 

Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 

(760) 797-8496 

RIVERSIDE DONOR CENTER 

4006 Van Buren Blvd 

Riverside, CA 92503 

(951) 687-2530 

SAN BERNARDINO DONOR CENTER 

420 E Hospitality Lane, Suite A7 

San Bernardino, CA 92408 

(909) 885-6503 

  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Mopars in May Blood Drive 

It is official.  Lifestream Blood Bank will have their mobile 

unit on-site at Mopars in May, Sunday May 21st, from 10 am 

to 2 pm.  A blood donation appointment is recommended to 

cut down your wait time.  You can call Lifestream at 800-

879-4484 for an appointment but I suggest you wait until 

I have the reservation code for the event.  There will also   
be a link to register online, which I am also waiting for.  Plan on 45 minutes to an hour for the pre-

screen, donation and canteen stay.  Donors will be included in a special donors-only drawing.   
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Misc (cont) 

The following is from the online digital 3/20/23 Street Muscle Magazine and has been 
edited for space considerations 

 

 
If you’ve been jonesin’ to get out and enjoy some great fun and camaraderie with fellow auto 

enthusiasts, then you need to mark your calendars for the Performance Online Annual Open House 
event being held on Sunday, April 30, 2023. 

    
Be sure to head over to POL’s Open House event to get all the parts, ideas, and enthusiasm 

you need to carry you through this year’s show season!  Be sure to check out POL’s 
headquarters and showroom while attending the open house. 

The folks at POL have been helping enthusiasts put together amazing rides for many years and 
they’ve also built the company’s Open House event into a must-attend happening for those in and 
around the Corona, California area.  Just like previous years, some fan favorites will include the car 
show featuring all makes and models of classic American muscle, as well as a burnout competition that 
you will surely love to see, hear, and smell! 

Attendees will be able to tour POL’s headquarters and check out the extensive showroom full of 
aftermarket and restoration components for many makes and models.  There will be industry-leading 
vendor booths showing the newest products and each display will be chock full of technical know-how 
to help you get the task done properly. 

If you wish to view the hundreds of completed cars on display, you can find all you desire in the 
classic car show area and there will be a giant raffle held during the event if you would like to try your 
odds.  There will also be plenty of food, fun, and as mentioned, a full-bore burnout competition. 

Attending the Performance Online Open House on April 30, 2023, is a great way to start your car 
show season and is your one-stop shop for any parts you may need to complete your project.  It’s also 
a great way to prepare for a year full of car show festivities and build friendships and connections that 
will last a lifetime.  Check out Performance Online’s website and be sure to mark your calendars so you 
don’t miss a great way to kick off this year’s car show season! 

  

https://www.performanceonline.com/
https://www.performanceonline.com/
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Upcoming Events (Mopar & non-Mopar) 
Check www.socalcarculture.com for latest updates & local car cruises 

Out of the area shows have been included for those who actually drive their vehicles 

April Events accurate as of March x 

 
  

  
 

  
  

http://www.socalcarculture.com/
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Upcoming Events (cont) 

April Events (cont) 
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Upcoming Events (cont) 

April Events (cont) 
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Upcoming Events (cont) 

April Events (cont) 
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Upcoming Events (cont) 

April Events (cont) 
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Upcoming Events (cont) 

April Events (cont) 

 

May Events 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

May 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Volume 29, Issue 4 - April 2023 Page 24 
 

Upcoming Events (cont) 

May Events (cont) 
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Upcoming Events (cont) 

May Events (cont) 
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Upcoming Events (cont) 

May Events (cont) 
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Upcoming Events (cont) 

May Events (cont) 

  

 

 

June Events 
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Upcoming Events (cont) 

June Events (cont) 

 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

 

 

 

 

   
  



 

Volume 29, Issue 4 - April 2023 Page 29 
 

Upcoming Events (cont) 

June Events (cont) 
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Upcoming Events (cont) 

June Events (cont) July Events 
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Upcoming Events (cont) 

August Events 

  

 

 

 

 

August 18-19, 2023 

  

  

 
  



 

Volume 29, Issue 4 - April 2023 Page 32 
 

Upcoming Events (cont) 
September Events 
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Upcoming Events (cont) 
October Events 

 

 

 

 

 
 

October 22, 2023 

November Events 

 

  

December Events 
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Club Member Recommended Businesses  
 

 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Club Member Recommended Businesses (cont) 
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Club Member Recommended Businesses (cont) 
 

  

Ft. Irwin Toy Drive location & good guys Recommended by Ken Hamer 

  

Recommended by Ken Hamer Recommended by Bill Heckman 

  

Mention Inland Mopars & get a 10% discount on parts Inland Mopars thanks you for your support 

  

They do very nice work.  Site of the Mopars & Friends 

at MoTech Open House & Toy Drive 

Where “Rambo” was built 
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Club Member Recommended Businesses (cont)  
 

  

 

Sheri has been cutting my hair for 20 years when it 

used to have color in it besides white. 

 

Majestic has been our go to place for trophies since 

the first Mopars in May 
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Club Member Recommended Businesses (cont)  
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Nuts & Bolts- 
 

Ads will run until I get tired of looking them, which will be soon.  

Please contact me with any changes, additions or deletions.  Phone & e-mail are on Page 1. 

Wanted 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

For Sale – California 

 Two new 9 inch Posi.   

Contact Orville Burr 760-954-7171 or email opburr@gmail.com   
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The following parts were donated by Scott Whiteman.  All new, in original boxes, never used.  

He won’t be needing them.  Proceeds from the sale of these parts will go to the toy drive.  I 

have them. 

 Fram Racing Fuel Filter P/N HPG1, Summit price $55.99, make offer 

 Mallory Promaster Coil P/N 29440, Summit price $159.99, make offer 

 Mallory HyFire 6 Electronic Ignition P/N 6853M, Summit price, $215.99, make offer 

Contact Mike Keller at 951-212-0817 or email limedust70@gmail.com  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 2 E-body 8 ¾ rear ends, 2.76 open.  $100 ea. 

 1 big block 727 trans, needs rebuild.  $250 

Contact Ken 909-336-9974 or strathman@charter.net . No shipping, must pick up. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
For Sale – Nevada 

 1970 V Code Road Runner.  See email below. 

A member is selling this rare 1970 Pistol Grip 6bbl road runner that was destined to be 
dispatched during the Vietnam War but never did leave the USA.  The dog tag on the 
radiator core support shows Plymouth was going to export the car.  You never will see 
this most likely.  I have worked on this car, and have driven the car.  It’s a very nice 
car.  I have actually used the car on my car club website so it’s easy to show the car off 
to people.  You can pass this email on to your contacts and they can reach out to me 
directly and I will put the interested party in touch with my member then. 

https://www.moparsoflasvegas.net/Old_Home_Pages/2021/2021-07EE-07-01-
2021EE/MyAlbum/index.html (the 1970 road runner link on my website) 

The car is FOR SALE at a firm price of $100,000.00 

Contact Smilin’ Ed 702-807-1408 or email smilined@moparsoflasvegas.net   
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Do you remember-  from 2018? 
 

November 17, 2018 was the date of the In-N-Out Burgers 70th Anniversary 

celebration at the Pomona Fairplex.  It has been another 5 years so In-N-Out is getting 

ready to celebrate their 75th Anniversary Festival at the renamed In-N-Out Burger 

Pomona Dragstrip on October 22nd of this year.  Stay tuned for more info as it becomes 

available.         Below: Inland Mopars members at the 2018 celebration. 

 

Left: Bill Whitson usual pose 

(photo Hot Rod Network) 

 

Right: ’64 Plymouth Fury 

engine  
(photo Hot Rod Network) 

 

 

 

Chuck & Linda Merken’s 

’63 Dodge “Big Red” 
(photos Hot Rod Network) 

 

 
 

 

Left: Sil Brander ’59 Plymouth  
(photo Hot Rod Network) 

 

Right: Joey & Daemon Garcia 

’73 Plymouth Duster 
(photo Hot Rod Network) 

 

 

Left: Bill Heckman ’66 Dodge 

Coronet  
(photo Hot Rod Network) 

 

Right: Bill Heckman ’66 Dodge 

engine 
(photo Hot Rod Network) 

 

 

Mike Counts ’72 Road Runner 
(photo Hot Rod Network) 

 

 


